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[Abstract)

Shifts in Overseas Chinese Students’ Thinking in the Post-War
Era, as Seen Through Local Student Print Media at the
Time:An Analysis of Articles from
The Chinese Students Press In Japan (1947-1949)

Xueping WANG

This paper categorizes the articles in the Chinese Students Press In Japan by stance and by
trends in thinking, and shows the process by which the paper changed from the pro-Republic of
China (ROC) government (Kuomintang administration) to the pro-China Communist Party (CCP).
The institution known as the Republic of China Chinese Students Association in Japan (CSAJ),
was established May 22, 1946 as a nationwide group of international students from mainland
China and Taiwan studying in Japan. Analysis shows that the editorial staff of the newspaper
generally changed from supporting the Communist Party of Japan (CPJ) to pro-CCP and pro-
Communist thought in November 1948. However, it became clear that the conversion of the page
and the content of the article did not proceed without problems, generating some concerns. A
prime example of this is that the CSA]J did not change its official name to reflect its change in
ideology until August 1949,

Two problems underscored the bumps in the shift towards a pro-communist stance. The first
was that the paper ensured its survival by maintaining a geod relationship with both the GHQ
and the Chinese mission in Japan, which served as the embassy of the ROC government in Japan
at the time. Secondly, as of the end of 1948, only a small number of students staying in Japan
clearly showed their support for CCP, according to a questionnaire survey collected from 234
CSA]J members from October to December 1948, The responses regarding supporting political
parties were 12 for the KMG, 27 for the CCP, 37 for the China Democratic League (Minmeng),
and 87 declaring themselves neutral.

In addition, analysis shows that the paper enjoyed an authorship as extensive as CJAS's
nationwide membership. Members from all over Japan in fact wrote many articles for the
newspaper. The writings revealed how students viewed both the ROC and CCP governments at
the time. Overall, the paper provides valuable historical material on overseas students’ changing
perspectives on the major actors from the late 1940s to the early 1950s, from the Chinese

governments to the Communist Party of Japan and even the GHQ.
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