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Abstract

Language Use and Chinese Language Learning Among the
Readership of the Official Newspaper of the Postwar Chinese
Students' Association in Japan:

Changes in “The Chinese Students’ Press In Japan” (1947-1957)

ARAKAWA Yuki

The purpose of this paper is twofold. First, to analyze articles published from 1947 to 1957 in the " The
Chinese Students’ Press in Japan " the official newspaper of the Chinese Students Association in Japan
(CSAJ), which was the first unified national organization of Chinese overseas students after World war
Second, this paper will show the types of language mainly used by Chinese overseas students who were
members of CSAJ, as well as how use of language changed.

Second, focusing on articles related to Chinese language learning, this study aims to clarify the changes
in the attitudes of CSAJ members toward the Chinese language and China. According to this research, during
the period 1947-1957, 78 articles related to Chinese language study were published in the " The Chinese
Students’ Press In Japan ". Although Chinese oversea students are native speakers of Chinese and are not
required to learn Chinese, there were several articles related to Chinese language learning that explained the
know-how for further learning in language. This suggests that many of the subscribers to the publication
mentioned and members of the CSAJ were not fully proficient in Chinese. This paper thus analyzes the
number, percentage, and content of Chinese language study articles published in the publication mentioned
from year to year, and points out changes in the membership composition of the General Assembly as well as
changes in the awareness of CSAJ members regarding learning Chinese, their native language, and China.

Key words: Chinese overseas student, the Chinese Students Association in Japan,

“The Chinese Students’ Press In Japan”,Chinese language study, identity
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