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The “Marriage Issue” facing Chinese Overseas Students in
Japan in the Early Postwar Period:
Expectations of Local Chinese Groups in Japan and
Young Students’ Views on Marriage, as Seen by
Reporting in the “Chinese Students’ Press in Japan”

Arakawa Yuki

%E:

Through the analysis of articles and literary works on marriage in the “Chinese Students’ Press in Japan”, it
is clear that marriages for love became common among young overseas Chinese students in the 1950s. This
was against the background of the promulgation and enforcement of China's “Marriage Law", alongside
changes in Japanese society. However, more senior overseas Chinese residents in Japan, along with the exec-
utive committee of the Chinese Students Association in Japan (CSAJ), and the editors of the “Chinese Stu-
dents' Press in Japan'seem [ed] to have the attitude that marriages for love [were] a phenomenon that
should be reversed. International marriages, that is, marriages between Chinese and Japanese people, should
be avoided and the trend of many international marriages that had already taken place should be reversed.

On the other hand, from the opinions of Chinese overseas students in Japan and the rebuttal articles of read-
ers on the marriage issue, we learned that not all Chinese oversea students in Japan and young Japanese
readers of “Chinese Students’ Press in Japan" necessarily agreed with the opinions of CSAJ. Even so, the ex-
ecutive committee of CSAJ pushed ahead to organize special features and publish literary works to encour-
age marriages between Chinese people, rather than international marriages between Japanese people, in or-
der to strengthen the unity of CSAJ and overseas Chinese communities in Japan and to remove obstacles that
those in international marriages might face in returning to the PRC.

¥ — 17— F : People's Republic of China (PRC), “Marriage Law of PRC", “Chinese Students’ Press in Japan”,
the Chinese Students Association in Japan (CSAJ), Views on Marriage
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