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Changes in China’s Policy towards Government-Sponsored Study Abroad:
Conflicts Between the State’s and the Student’s Individual Interests

E B
WANG Xueping

Summary:

This paper concludes the examination of how the Chinese government changed its policies around
government-sponsored student exchanges in the 1980’s,

China’s original policy of government-sponsored study abroad existed until the 1960s. Students
were almost always sent to Socialist countries, and the Chinese government had strict rules in place to
manage their activities. However, the Cultural Revolution from 1966 saw almost all students brought
back t6 China, and exchanges were halted.

In 1972, the government reopened foreign exchange specifically for foreign language study, but this
time, the number of students was quite small. In 1978, Deng Xiaoping decided to send larger numbers
of students to Western countries in order to study natural and social sciences. While the countries
where government-sponsored exchange students could go were changed, the rules regulating their
activities abroad were a continuation of those from the 1960’s. The government continued to decide
the student’s destination country, university, major, and even their lifestyle. The Chinese government
intended the students to study their host countries’ technology and knowledge, but the government
hoped that they would not be influenced by Western thought.

Of course, many Chinese students were greatly influenced by the host culture and its
comparatively more liberal ideas. These students desired more freedoms while living in the host
countries, and to obtain more freedom even after returning to China. While at first the Chinese
government refused, the students pushed, trying various methods of advocacy. At last, they convinced
the Chinese government to change their rules.
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